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BOND-HAY TREA

: - Interests Vitally Concerne
in Its Ratification.

Johns, N. F., Feb. 2% (Special). e prospec-
ratification of the Bond-Hay trgaty threatens
» revive that difficult cause of controversy the
Atlantio fisheries question, because Canada is vi-
r cerned in the subject of the inshore fish-
rights along her maritime border and regards
wfoundland’'s action as unsisterly and unfair.
n years ago Canada blocked the Bond-Blaine
on these grounds, but Great Britain, while
ting to withhold her approval temporarily,
t Canada in trying to secure a similar cov-

y’s right to initiate independent trade con-

is well understood here that if Canada can
: 1 prevent the Bond-Hay treaty becom-
L ; she has already made representations
the British Ministry with that object in view
encouraged by the knowledge 'that the ar-
ement is regarded unfavorably there because
forms so adverse a commentary upon the Cham-
movement for interimperial preférence.
_other hand, it is belleved in many quarters
e that the United States Senate’s action iIn
calling the treaty up is largely due to a desire to
. Canada for her recently proclaimed re-
to negotiate reciprocity provisions again and
to demonsirate that in fishery matters, at least,
® United States and Newfoundland can reach a
promise.
To understand fully how this problem affects the
. countries, it may be well to give here the
ory statistics of the sections interested. The

as a result of a canvass, or census, made by

the United States Fisheries Commission in the

years given below:

; 1889 1898, 1902,

. 36,5386 - 35,681 88,879
653,170,040 893,457,908 [i28,049,767

uo.w;.g% $0,682,200 $12-28‘1).:01

‘Between 188 and 1898 the catch declined 29.76 per
“cent in weight, though the value was lessened only
828 per cent, the increased price realized for certain
sh which weré becoming scarcer, like lobsters,
elping to make up the deficit. Between 1898 and
1902 there was an increase of 3443 per cent in
wolume and 28.83 per cent in value, and a small en-
largement of the personnel and capital. : ;
During the same years the fishery statistics for
the Canadian maritime provinces are as follows:
. ‘ 1889. 1898. 1902,
s 42,003 47,338 51,424
1 v...414,875,884 535,279,628 628,784,677
sia mou.% 613.766.% ‘1"210’3%%
s engaged. .. : : 33,372
e g n.mmo“‘m ss.t?s.g $848,590
In the case of the Canadian catch it will be ob-
that the increase has been regular all
through, and shows Canada’s fishery enterprise to
be free from the fluctuations which have affected
that of the New-England States during the same
period of fourteen years. - -
~ As for Newfoundland, her fishery statistics are
not so detailed as those of her larger neighbors,
- it is only posslble to give a rough, approxi-
mation of the situation as compared with them
from the census figures of 1891 and 1901

engaged. g e
NEWFOUNDLAND BAIT IMPORTANT. |

‘The food. fishes of Newfoundland are the cod,
7 , halibut and lobster. Of the same ﬂsheai
‘mackerel and haddock, the value of the New
d product is about $5,000,000, and of the Cas
‘about $7,000,000. The admission of Canadian
herefore, under a reciprocity arrangement
he Dominion would mean that the domestic
juct would have to meet the competition of a
larger than its own and mors cheaply
, as the Canadians can fish less expensively
the Americans, while the contiguity of the
iime provinces to the BEastern States would
their catch to be put upon the American
s advantageously as that from New-Eng-

00, is without the bait which is really
| point in the Bond-Hay treaty. Bait for
fishing the New-Englanders must have,
only obtain it in Newfoundland, where

nd Canadians also procure it. Without
n of this bait and the advantages it
foundland would be of no importance
dispute, but, as it is, she is the ruling
ermen of every nationality who would
ing on the Grand Banks must obtain
waters to do so, and it is because she
his privilege to the French that the

| dioe

refused permanently to veto the smaller

| mining, 08
even if ratified by the United States,| The British Isles have taken none of that,

| in selling to her until the last year, when she g8

ﬂ-Enxla,nd fisheries exhibit the following de- | scarcely any advantage, though the preceding sea-

11,348 10,557 1021
11820004794 $19,687,036 sm,ogiosa__

or almost one-third of the total value of the catch
] itself as given in the same exhibit, whereas the
only persons who profit by this concession are the
?pita.usts engaged in the industry, and the for-
who man the ships that enable them to
r%heir profits. 4

NEWFOUNDLAND TRADE.

| Another phase of the question nowadays is its

! commercial one. Newfoundland's rapidly growing
§ prosperity enables her to augment and div’rdty“het
| industrial operations, and tHe growth of her foreign

trade in the last four years is seen from the foi-
| lowing figures:

1001 mo'is' 1804.

From o X i
7 856,065 §8,470,944 30,448,064
Al Sountrles.. T AT SoeciTs 3,047,821 247018

L 2489 500 2,612,042 2,869,807
rc}z'fi'.? States, . 2,088,466 2.507,806 2,820,914 zm:é

RTS.

Al Ceountries. . 86,350,078 $9,652,524 $0,076,504 $10,381,897
Britain 1,88 27 y

2,104,932 73,000 1,098,935

%:ited States... 884,068 1,857,081 1,"10.“?_‘

A few explanatory facts in _connection with these
figures may not % increase in
the total exports, almost $3,000,000 in flve years, is

due to the new industries that have
within that period—lumbering,

50, have ceased to absorb her products, for

'| to iron ore from Belle Island required for

| smelters at Sydney, Nova Scotia, and to 1 W;

chased by the maritime merchants to suj

hematite, pyrite, copper and baryta have been in
good demand there, and so also are sealskins, which

thirds the total catch are now sold to
leather manufacturers. 2 Ao
As regards imports, supplies from Great Britain
have' increased little, and not nearly in proportion
to the total advance. Canada shows & marked ad-
vance the last year, due chiefly to the fact that
all the flour is now coming from that country,
scarceﬁr any being imported from the United Sta 4
Prior to last season her trade was normal, as t
|| first and "fourth years’ figures make plain. T
United States was manifesting remarkable acth

sons she outstripped all competitors. The loss of
the flour trade fis. of course. the chief cause of that.

i AMERICANS COULD GET TRADE.

From the foregoing it will be seen that there is
‘| about $6,000,000 worth of British and Canadian goods
sold in Newfoundland every ycar, most of which
trade would be transferred to the United States
under reciprocity and by a closer study of the
n.arket requirements. For instance, it is lﬂdo%
there is no reason why the American millers ¢ |
not handle the flour trade of the island as success-
fully as the Canadians do, or why American } ¢
and shoes should not hold their own with those o
the Dominion. On the other hand, if reciprocity
were fo fail and the Bond-Hay treaty lapse, New-
foundland would be able to use two weapons
nst the United States—a denial of fishery priv-
ileges to ihe New-Englanders, on the one side,
which would disastrously affect the operations of
the Gloucester fleet, and a discriminatory
against the American imports, on the other, which
would deprive American manufacturers of from
g,ooo,ooo to $3,000,000 worth of trade with this island.
he latter ht not be-a serious problem for the
republic, but
fishery interests of the New-England

foundland would also help the former in
the control of the Cuban and Port

the Canadians, who at present enjoy a

the same adverse duty of three-quarters of a cent
a pound on their shipments of fish to these centres.
The increased facilities the American
would enjoy in these waters under re city ar
the opportunity they would have of utillging much

coast, so as to suit that market, which is now the

conditions more than is now possible. Canada’s

desire in the present crisis is to have the negotia-
tions come to naught, and then persuade New-

can fishermen from both their waters, so that she
{Canada) could force on an arbitration for a price

rivileges, as was done in 1877, when she secu
?«,mo,ooo out of the $§5,000,000 a

only $1,000,000, so that Canada is now able to
her fishermen $160,000 a year in bounties out of
interest on that money. But Newfoun

&

casion, and will take measures another

a proof of which determination is seen in her
gistence in demanding ratification of the
treaty. f

b

881, A 3
....... 115."1146 1,046,100 1,102,650 1,102,708 |
1,207,461

figures show comparatively little variation, Canada’s
lnz:frrease the last three years is due almost enﬁrgg;

the catch of their own vessels. The United States
has been purchasing more largely of minerals, for

ormerly had no market there, but of which two-
T L 0 .

e former would vitall mc&neam ‘the
S, ol

Reciprocity between the United States and New- |
it

o Rican 4 4
which annually absorb great quantities of fish, from
monopoly in the Caribbean, though handicapped by

of the fish here or having their own dried on this
greatest drawback, would enable them to equalize
foundland to join with her in excluding the Amﬁ;
to be paid for a lease of these inshore fishing

warded, the h |
government granting her that and l\iowloundlujmd“;

gards herself as having been sacrificed on that oc-

prevent her rights being subordinated to Canada's,

FISHING WITH A CUN

Waters in Quebec.

Must Be Stalked with Skill and Great
Judgment Used—Wall-eyed Perch and
Gray Trout Are Also Frequent Vie-
tims of the Fisherman’s Fowling
Piece—What Indians Say. '

Special C a

- of The W Post.,
Lachine, Canada, M

It is against theh.wtokﬂlﬁahthe
province of Quebec in any other manner
than with e rod and line, unless & special
‘permit hasdbeen obtained. Justat present,
law or no law, the crack of the shotgun
‘may beé heard wherever a green shelving
"bank leads down to waters where that
rx:h-water shark, the pike, darts upon its
prey.

Pike are in splendid condition now,
plump, and with a much cleaner skin
th;.;e‘theyﬁwg’l have later on.

r es] which is not especially
tempting in warm weather, is firm and
sweet now, the result probably of a com-
paratively quiet existente in the deep
sunken beds of weeds, where their winter
has been spent.

It is more like Teal sport than many
people imagine to shoot the fish. True,
they lie as nearly as possible out of the
water, their fins waving in the sunlight,
a tempting mark to the gunner. But the
gunner soon learns the physiological fact
that fish are structurally unable to close
their eyes, and that whether dozing in
the sun or not, pike always cover with
their vision a large zone of possible dan-
ger Sspace.

The finest wing shot in the world would
find it impossible to stop a plke when
flushed by an approaching sportsman.
There is a momentary splash, and by the
time the ripples have assorted themselves
and begun to broaden out the pike is In

‘deep water where no human eye can fol-
low it.

Takes Skill and Judgment.

It requires skillful stalking and rare
judgment to steal upon a basking pike
‘and to get a good Killing sight upon fit,
Experience alone tells one how to keep
2:& g::;ldﬁn of the pike’s vision, for there

a e without which |
vision will not strike. Ridaan

The pike will generally perceive any
quick motion, however, when within gun-
shot, and accurate snap shooting, from
hip as well as shoulder, is necessary to
the successful sportsman.

Boys with cartridges to spare get lots
of fun out of these basking fish and oc-
|casionally make their heavy charges of
No. 6 strike the water near enough to the
back of the fish’s head to stun it and to
enable it to be captured. :

It is all {llegal, of course, but no
deny that it is In its way good ::;ﬁ
particularly unfair sport. So long a3 the
pike are the only sufferers no one ob-
Jects very strongly to the fun ofthe men
with the guns. .

Unfortunately, the dore, or wall-eyed
perch, which is properly a valued table
fish, though valueless as a fighter at the
end of a line, also enjoys the heat of the
spring sun, and is often Kkilled along
with the pike. The dore is much more
easily killed than a pike, a slight shock
in its vielnity turning it wrong side up in |
a state of insensibility for a minute or
two even when not rezlly hurt. -

The gray trout, the largest of its fam-
ily next to the salmon, is sometimes kill-
ed in this manner by men who have
studied its habits. To get this trout in
the summer season a trolling line, heavily
weighted to sink it to the very depths of
the deep lakes it inhabits, is necessary.

It is well known as a denizen of the
‘ccolest and deepest of fresh waters.

In the spring there is a short scason
iwhen these grand fish come %o the sur-
gmce in droves, and lie perfectly still for
thours together, with their big dorsal fins
fand the upper half of their broad tails
fabove water. They mvariably sink to the
';?Ottmixtly w:xen killed, but such is their
{tenacity of life that when struck or-stun-
ined with a rifle bullet they wiil :trmxxh
tlong enough to enable the clever poacher

to slip his net under the
ool g m and secure

The Indians say that with care the
Mrout may be herded and driven4nto beys
lof shallew water, whaera shoals of ‘them
imay be siaughtered at once, but to thosa
!who know the wary tuladl at home the
istatement. appears to bo of the fietitiovs
jerder. But it ts well known that, ail law |

the contrary, the Indians and hlt—i
breeds of the Northern weods depend '
;upon their spring shooting of the trout
for an agreeable changa of diet,
{ It has long been reported that in ‘the
i{far North it was the custom to shoot the
tsalmon from rocky headlands as they
{slowly made their way up the streams in
fthe spring. The habit the kingly fish al-
tways have of keeping near to the sides
of streams is in the favor of ‘these sal-
fmon hunters. T
. It was supposed in former days that it
;was necessary to hold the rifle in a per-
i fectly vertical position in order to fire ac-
jcurately into the fish. But with the mod-
jern conical bullets this is not so neces-
;sary as it was when the round ball, which
ihad a decided tendency to glance, was
bused. o
! A year or two ago an angler on the
/Bternity River was in need of fish food,
rand as the salmon, though plentitnl, were
rot rising that season, he obtained per-
jmission from the lessee of the water to

ishoot a fish if he could. Ha fired with a
small bore rifle at an angle of 6) degrees,
jat a distance of 40 feet, and by &
{shot cut through the backbone of a
| pound salmon close to the head.

ave been kiiled instantly,

Possibly the fact that the fish
t(matumea to lie in broken water be
i?“‘ while resting t!gog:bm }

hair mightv nracra




TN MY ARLETOOD  MeD  U0CI  CUEWIAL Al
l!}d shows Carada’s fishery enterprise to
e from the fluctuations which have affected
of the New-England States during the same
fourteen years. : ;
"Newfoundland, her fishery statistics are
0 &tgﬂedu those of her larger neighbors,
is only possible to give g rough, approxi-
on ‘the situation as compared with them
the census figures of 1891 and 1901.

1891, 1801
.......... 89,876 41,
srseseciaas... 270,000,000 843,664,321 |
aess -« §5,846,824  $68,007,049
e 1284 1,637
........ 21,687 26,457

The' food. fishes of Newfoundland are the cod,
halibut and lobster. Of the same fishes L

Plus mackerel and haddock, the value of the New-.

Emgland product is about $5,000,000, and of the Ca-

- nadian about §7,000,000. The admission of Canadians
therefore, under a reciprocity arrangement? |
- the Dominion would mean that the domestic {
Product would have to meet the competition of a |
uantity larger than its own and more cheaply”
ugut, as the Canadians can fish less expenslvelysj |
han the Americans, while the contiguity of the’ |
maritime provinces to the Eastern States would!
le their catch to be put upon the Americany
et as advantageously as that from New-Eng-g i

nada, too, is without the bait which is rea.lly:
pivotal point in the Bond-Hay treaty. Bait for}
sea fishing the New-Englanders must have,[
€y can only obtain it in Newfoundland, where |
the French and Canadlans also procure it. Without !
bossession of this bait and the advantages it
ers, Newfoundland would be of no importance {
fishery dispute, but, as it is, she is the ruling I
r. Fishermen of every nationality who would > |
calling on the Grand Banks must obtain

- -

tons within easy reach of these shores,
by more or less smuggling of bait may be
on. If, then, Newfoundland can destroy the
fishing industry by a denial of bait, al-
though the French have an outpost at her very
; . how much more easily can she destroy the
fishing industry in the same waters, see-
. that the Americans have no nearer base |
than their own shores and cannot enter
Newfoundland or Canadian harbors except on the
coast, which is so remote from the Grand
i as to be useless to them. To fish success-
y they need an adjacent seaboard, where in the
‘season from March till November they can obtain
 fce, salt, stores and gear, besides hiring men
transshipping cargoes. These concessions they
Now enjoy under a modus vivendl arranged in
1888, whereby the American vessels pay a license L
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fee of $150 permit of register for these privileges,
but it is within the power of Newfoundland to
abolish this modus vivend! at any time and leave |1
he Americans helpless. Nor is there any means
by which they could offset these disadvantages. /1o
n international tribunal at Halifax in 1877 g
| ewarded Canada and Newfoundland $5,000,000 for a
en year enjoyment of these privileges, and to- |~
day, with the growth of the fisheries and their
- enhanced Importance, they should be worth twice
ke sum for another ten years’ enjoyment. France
 recently admitted her belief in the value of the
D: supply by her repeatell efforts to secure the
wbrogation of the Bait act, and the attempt of the
Breton fishery interests to defeat the Anglo-Gallic
treaty of last year unless this was made a condi-
on in it, so it is no exaggeration to say that in
large measure the future of the New-England
ep sea fisheries depends upon the outcoms of the
‘present negotiations with Newfoundland.

AVERSE TO RECIPROCITY

|
Gloucester, Mass., the home of the New-England |
fisheries and those whose interests are bound up |
~ therewith, is naturally averse to reciprocity alto- |
‘as with Canada, and even with Newfound- |
1d, though they recognize her retaliatory pow-
. They claim the fishing fleet is a naval nursery
argue that these fisherfolk would make ad-
ble material for Uncle Sam’s warships, as
eir seafaring work brings out their best quali-
~ ties. They carry their lives in their hands, brav-
ing the wild Atlantic surges in their little cockle- |
. ells, and they dare death in its most appalling
as they scour the ice laden waters of New-
ndland in the worst seasons of the year. ven
if unacquainted with big gun, drill or battleship
echanism, they have the essentials of seaman-
ip—they can keep their feet in a howling gale,
to the tops as she rolls rail under, row a
steer a ship, sall anything that carries can-
/as, and have the supreme contempt bred by long
iliarity with danger for such storms as would
ssail a modern war craft after the tiny fabrics
'y have faced the elements in.
land has already shown her faith in this
y organizing a naval reserve among the
land fishermen. who are lauded by the
~officers assigned to train them as the best
men for the purpose—excellent in every
t. Canada is following in her footsteps by
measures now to form a naval militia of her
and is obtaining three ‘disrated” cruisers |
nd in which to train them. The adop- |
the United States of the same policy would |
to be justified abundantly and to warrant |
¢ ‘on behalf of the New-Eng- |
for the fact that the crews of the
_contain not 10 per cent of men of
nationality, being filled almost entirely
andinavis Nova Scotians and New-
‘This the strongest argument
of reciproeity just now, that under
1s the American people have to pay
a pound more for the fish
d were it on the free list,
above for the quantit
vass, means %\m.n{

&




